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should be "sent for." All this seems to point
to a revival of the older functions of the Privy
Council long fallen into abeyance. The Judicial
Committee of the Council advises the King upon
the exercise of his prerogative as the supreme dis-
penser of justice in all parts of his dominions except
the United Kindomu* It is at least conceivable
that a political Committee of the Council may
eventually be appointed to advise the Crown upon
matters which concern more than one of his states
or dependencies, and upon constitutional questions.
The Prime Minister might be president of this
Committee, as he is of the Committee of Defence;
though as Imperial Chancellor rather than as
head of the Cabinet. It may be said that any
such innovation would relax the control of the
House of Commons over the Imperial policy. This
is true. But the control, as I have shown, is in-
effective at present; and the establishment of a
council of extra-parliamentary advisers, hazardous
as may appear, might be the alternative to a sub-
stantial increase of the direct personal authority
of the Crown, which would be more hazardous still.
As to Home Eule it would be out of place to
speculate upon its possible results, since at the time
of writing t it is uncertain whether the projected
changes in the government of Ireland will be
effected, or what aspect they will ultimately assume.

* The present Lord Chancellor (Lord Haldane) has suggested
that the exception should be removed, and that the Judicial
Committee should become the final tribunal of appeal for
the entire Empire, occasionally sending out some of its judges
to the Dominions to adjudicate ihere on cases brought up to
h from the local courts.
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